York County Forever
Commission
Preserving our Past, Protecting our Future
Why Should We
Preserve Our
Open Space
Resources?
Economic Benefits
 Increase property values
 Attract new business &
industry
 Reduce cost of services
 Stimulate local economy
Environmental Benefits
 Control pollution
 Better manage floodplain &
stormwater
 Protect wildlife & vegetation
Community Benefits
 Promote a healthy lifestyle
 Provide low–cost recreation
 Manage growth responsibly
 Improve quality of life

Visit our
York County Forever
website
www.yorkcountygov.com/340/

York County’s Conservation Organization
Land development and loss of open space have led to increasing citizen concern that York County’s picturesque scenery and
cherished way of life are vanishing. Faced with the need to
manage growth responsibly, protect exceptional resources, and
preserve unique character, York County Council created the
York County Forever Commission (YCF) in 1998 to serve as the
county’s land conservation organization. To promote and protect significant natural, cultural, historic, and environmental resources, the YCF Commission partners with other public agencies and private landowners and has utilized its limited funding
to preserve over 11,000 acres of unique York County resources.
How Can I Protect My Land?
York County Forever can work with landowners whose property
meets YCF conservation criteria, coordinating with local land
trusts and assisting with appraisal, legal, and administrative
costs associated with donation of conservation easements or
development rights. Several conservation tools are available to
owners who want to retain their property rights, and continue
to use and enjoy their land, while protecting their family legacy.


Conservation Easement



Bargain Sale



Purchase of Development
Rights



Life Estate



Fee Simple Donation

Please refer to the back of this page for more information.
To contact YCF, please call or email the York County Planning &
Development at 803-909-7221 or Patricia.DeHond@yorkcountygov.com

The nine-member York County Forever Commission includes one citizen appointed
from each of the seven Council districts plus non-voting representatives from the York
County Culture & Heritage Commission and the Nation Ford Land Trust. Commission
meetings are typically held at 6:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month at the
York County Heckle Complex in Rock Hill, South Carolina. The Commission’s quarterly
newsletter, The Resource, can be downloaded from the YCF webpage at
www.yorkcountygov.com/340.
Landowners who are interested in preserving their
property should complete the Statement of Interest form on the YCF webpage.
York County Forever’s successful projects include:
Worth Mountain (left): York County Forever
provided funding for the bargain purchase of this
1647-acre tract with over two miles of frontage
on the Broad River. The site is now a Wildlife
Management Area under SCDNR and offers hunting, fishing, and hiking opportunities.

Nanny’s Mountain (above): York County
Forever assisted with the purchase of this 92acre monadnock in the Clover area. Home to
the Revolutionary War era mines for Hill’s
Iron Works, the County-managed park now
offers walking trails, picnic areas, and a wide
variety of plants and wildlife.
Roddey Property (right): For the last two
centuries, the Roddeys have operated their
family farm on this 52–acre property in
southern Rock Hill. Now protected through a
conservation easement held by the Nation
Ford Land Trust, the site is also a Certified
Backyard Wildlife Habitat.

Catawba Bend Preserve (above):
This 1900-acre property was purchased
in late 2018. The former Bowater pine
tree research site has approximately
five miles of frontage on the Catawba
River and is currently being developed
for public recreation.

