Kings Mountain State
Park
 1 of 16 SC State Parks
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps
 115 standard campsites
for RVs or tent camping
 15 equestrian campsites
 15 miles of equestrian
trails
 20 plus miles of hiking
trails
 1 Ridgeline Trail that
connects 3 parks and 2
states
 2 park lakes - Lake
Crawford and Lake York
- for fishing and paddling
 5 picnic shelters available for rent for group
gatherings
 19th century “living history” replica farmstead
on site
 Located adjacent to
Kings Mountain National
Military Park, a 3,945
acre Revolutionary War
battle site
 6885 acres for you to
enjoy
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YCF Contributes $1 Million to York County for 1900 Acre Purchase
The York County Forever Commission is
pleased to provide funding for the purchase of
1900 acres along the Catawba River. The
majority of the property was formerly owned
by Bowater and utilized as a demonstration
forest. When Bowater put the land up for
sale, Nation Ford Land Trust, YCF, the Girl
Scouts, Hornet’s Nest Council, a local sportsman club, and the York County Government,
raised $13.2 million to purchase 1,000 acres
of the Bowater Tract. In 2006, Newland

Properties, a developer based out of San Diego, bought all 1,800 acres. However, without
the Dave Lyle Extension and problems with
local and county ordinances, Newland abandoned their plans and put the 1800 acre
property on the market after 12 years. York
County, with the help of YCF, purchased the
property for $21 million, county records
show the property is valued at $33 million.
The 1900 acre property possesses 4 miles of
frontage along the Catawba River comprised

For more information
V i s i t
h t t p s : / /
southcarolinaparks.com/kingsmountain
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Pictured are exhibits at the Museum of Western York County: above left, a covered military wagon featured in the War
Room gallery; top right, an early typewriter found in the Hudson Gallery; and bottom right, local farm tools displayed in
the Wilkerson Gallery. Photographs of additional exhibits are shown on Page 2.
Aerial view of the former Bowater Tract along the Catawba River.
Picture sourced from Bizjournal.com
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YCF Assists Museum with Neely Property

Page 1 Continued
primarily of hardwood forests with almost 900 acres of
residual pine forest from the Bowater demonstration
forest. The county actually purchased an additional 90
acres between the two tracts pictured on the previous
page. This was done to connect all of the parcels.
York County has not officially opened the recreational area to the public. Currently, the county is researching future uses and potential amenities of the large tract.
Check for updates about possible opening dates on the
county’s website: www.yorkcountygov.com

In July of 2018, YCF and Foundation for the Carolinas provided the York County Cultural and Heritage Museum (C&HM)
$250,000 and $500,000, respectively, to purchase the Neely property located on the corner of Percival Road and Brattonsville
Road. The property was a part of the Historic Bratton Plantation
in the 19th century. Furthermore, the tract contains much of the
route used by the Patriot Militia preceding the Battle of Huck’s
Defeat during the Revolutionary War. Archaeological digs on the
Neely property have uncovered artifacts associated with the battle
that occurred in 1780. The tract also provides an important geographical link to an early to mid-nineteenth century cemetery in
which those enslaved by the Bratton family were buried. The cemetery posses a man who was enslaved by Colonel Bratton. This
man, named Watt, is known for his ride to Nation Ford to warn
the Patriot Militia of the British presence. His solitary ride provided the Patriots an avenue for a surprise attack, resulting in the
famous Battle of Huck’s Defeat.
The C&HM will absorb the Neely property into Historic Brattonsville.

One of four ponds on Bowater Tract

View of the Catawba from the banks of the new 1900 acre property

(Bratton Homestead, inside Historic Brattonsville. Courtesy of chmuseums.org )

Wild turkeys in the long-leaf pine forest. Photo curtesy of Lindsay Walker
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YCF Assists with Conservation of Large
Tract in Sharon

Sustainable Growth Promotes Resource
Preservation

The York County Forever Commission is pleased to provide funding for fees associated with the placement of a conservation easement on approximately 350 acres of scenic
greenspace off of Shannon Road outside of Sharon. The
property, owned by Bob and Debbie Stuck, is currently primarily utilized for timber production and a wildlife preserve.
The Stuck property possess significant frontage on Turkey
Creek, a tributary to the Bullock Creek in western York
County. The Stuck’s are strong supporters of land conservation and have placed three tracts into conservation easements in southwestern York County.

Resource preservation is an investment that pays
many dividends, to both the individual citizen and the
community. Acclaimed conservationist Gifford
Pinchot noted that the purpose of conservation is:

Earth Day Focus
Mark your calendars! April 22nd marks America’s 49th Earth
Day, now, Earth Day events span over 193 countries. Earth
Day has been a constructive celebration highlighting Earth’s
natural splendors and bring to light environmental issues
around the globe. Although there are numerous issues plaguing ecosystems around the globe, YCF has selected a particularly pressing problem to promote: protection of pollinators.
Pollination of flowering plants is an essential step in the
plant’s reproduction process. Each species of seed producing plants (flowering plants) require pollinators to transfer
their pollen to their ovules in order to produce seeds. You
may ask, “What does this mean?” This means that most of
the fruits, nuts and vegetables you love to consume are created through the pollination process.
Pollination can occur through air or water, by animals and
humans, but, by far the most important pollinators are insects, specifically, bees.
According to the Smithsonian’s
National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute, “Nearly onethird of our food supply depends on insect pollination, most
of which is accomplished by bees.” In fact, $15 billion worth
of agricultural crops are supported solely by honeybees.
Bees are typically found around the world but their populations have been declining in recent years. Beekeepers in the
US and Europe have been reporting hive losses of 30% or
more for the last 10 years. Their decline has several causes:
habitat loss and fragmentation, disease, climate change, invasive species, and pesticides.
You can help pollinators by avoiding harmful pesticides, specifically neonicotinoids, or supporting local conservation
efforts to minimize habitat fragmentation.

The greatest good to the greatest number of people
for the longest time.
Economic Benefits
Increase Property Values
Attract New Business & Industry
Reduce Cost of Services
Stimulate Local Economy
Environmental Benefits
Control Pollution
Manage Floodplains-Stormwater
Protect Wildlife & Vegetation
Community Benefits
Promote Healthy Lifestyle
Provide Low-cost Recreation
Manage Growth Responsibly
Improve Quality of Life

Agriculture/Pollinator Facts


Did you know that honey is the only food
product that does not expire!



Over 20,000 plant species are pollinated
by bees.



Almost 70% of flowering plants depend
on pollinators to reproduce.



The US is home to about 4,000 species
of bee.



South Carolina has about 25,000 farms,
which encompass 4.9 million acres.



Forests cover two-thirds of the land in
the state.



South Carolina agriculture is worth $3
billion annually.

These facts were provided by the Smithsonian National
Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute and South Carolina
Department of Agriculture

Preserving our Past and Protecting our Future

YORK COUNTY
FOREVER

York County Planning
1070 Heckle Blvd.
A-5
Rock Hill, SC 29732
Phone: 803.909.7221
Fax: 803.909.7478
E-mail: brittnay.brown@
yorkcountygov.com

The York County Forever Commission (YCF) was created by York County Council
The York County Forever Commission (YCF) was created by York County
in 1998, to serve as the county’s land conservation organization through promotion
Council
in 1998, to serve as the county’s land conservation organization through
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benefits of donating property or a conservation easement through the York
County Forever program, please visit the YCF webpage or contact the York
County Planning Department at 803.909.7221.

SC Century Farms

Visit our webpage:

www.yorkcountygov.com/340/
Forever-Commission

The South Carolina Century Farms Program was created in 1974 to honor families whose farms
have been in the same family for 100 years or more. To date, over 396 properties in the state
have been designated Century Farms. This program is administered by the Pendleton District
Commission.
In order to qualify, a portion of the original property must remain intact and the line of family
ownership must be unbroken. To apply, the application must be sent in with copies of original
Commission Corner
documents such as deeds, wills, and plats to prove claims.
Owners of Century Farms receive a certificate, plaque for their property, recognition in the local
media, and with the cooperation of their local representative to the state legislature, a resolution
of congratulations from the South Carolina General Assembly. For further information, contact
the Pendleton District at (864) 646-7271 or centuryfarm@crownofthecarolinas.org
YCF has helped preserve 6 Century Farms in York County! Here’s a couple:
Eloise Miller Property

The Resource, the official
publication of the York
County Forever Commission (YCF) is published
quarterly in the months of
January, April, July, and
October.
Pictured below is this issue’s featured property.
For more information,
please click on the link or
visit the YCF webpage on
the York County website.

Originally given to Theodosia Abell Wilson in
1882, Cotton Hills Farm is located on the
York/Chester county border on Hwy 321.
Visit their road side market for local produce.

Eloise Miller’s grandfather, John E. Miller,
Sr., “Ned” was born into slavery in 1855.
Ten years later, he was emancipated and
took the surname of his former owners.
In 1898 he purchased a tract of land on
the Catawba River for $750. This property and two other parcels he purchased
are still owned by the Miller family today.
Ms. Miller remained on the family land
her entire life, helping to rear her younger siblings after the early death of her
mother, working the farm, and later caring for her father.

(Photo was used from cottonhillsfarm.com)

(Photo courtesy of www.nps.gov.)

